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ABSTRACT

environmental damage in various industries. Extensive research has been

conductedtodevelop efficientand cost-effective solutions to prevent corrosion
while adhering to environmental regulations. Recently, waterborne polyurethanes,
prepared by dispersing polyurethanes in water through various methods, have been
increasingly used for coating various surfaces due to their advantages such as low
emission of volatile organic compounds (VOCs), environmental compatibility, low
viscosity, rapid coating capability, and low production cost. Waterborne polyurethane
coatings are considered suitable for anti-corrosion applications due to their mechanical
strength, flexibility, high abrasion resistance, and the ability to design structures and
incorporate various nanoparticles. Recent research has shown that graphene-based
nanostructures, such as graphene, graphene oxide (GO), and reduced graphene oxide

Metal corrosion poses a global threat, causing significant economical and

(rGO), are used as corrosion-inhibiting nanostructures in the formulation of anti-
corrosion coatings due to their high surface area and resistance to oxygen, water, and

corrosion, corrosive agents. Incorporating these nanostructures into waterborne polyurethanes

ccoating, has enhanced the anti-corrosion properties of the resulting coatings. However, the

application of these nanostructures in waterborne polyurethane matrices faces
limitations such as non-uniform dispersion, low stability of aqueous dispersions,
graphene-based and the formation of agglomerates. This review paper elucidates the phenomenon
of corrosion and various anti-corrosion testing methods, introducing waterborne
polyurethanes and graphene-based nanostructures. Subsequently, it reviews related
articles on the preparation of waterborne polyurethane coatings containing different
graphene-based nanostructures and their anti-corrosion performance. Additionally,
recent advancements in the development of waterborne polyurethane/graphene-based
nanostructure anti-corrosion coatings with specific structural features, such as self-
healing and ultraviolet curing capabilities, are examined. Furthermore, multi-functional
anti-corrosion coatings with properties like anti-fouling, superhydrophobicity, and
antibacterial characteristics for specific applications are described.
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Fig.1. General view of metal corrosion process.
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Fig. 2. Different types of corrosion tests.
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Fig. 4. Some of the most widely used waterborne polyurethane

coatings in the anti-corrosion process.
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Table 1. The most widely used nanoparticles used in anticorrosion WPUs.

Nanoparticles Major Features Ref
Titanate nanotubes (TNTS) TNTs were modified with yTamlnopropyltrléthoxys1lanf3 (KH550) to obtain KTNTs [41]
with good dispersion properties
Ce* functionalised HNTs were grafted by 3-aminopropyltriecthoxysilane (APTES) to enhance Ce** [42]
halloysite nanotubes (HNTs) loading
TiC.T MXenes dopamine-grafted Ti,C,Tx MXene shefet.s.to enhance the dispersibility and [43]
3720 x compatibility
Na.MoO anti-corrosion and initial corrosion-warning composite coating (MAO/Na MoO,/8- [44]
2 4 HQ/PP/WPU)
. Bio-based waterborne polyurethane (WPU), chemical cross-linking of (APTES)
i, ne polyurethane (W . [45]
combined with physical reinforcement of nano-SiO,
Co-MMT tannic acid functi9ngli'zed Qe-MMT nanogomposites, er?capsulating corrosion [46]
inhibitors in pH-responsive nanocontainers
Aluminum oxide (Al O,) nanoparticles-reinforced graphene (G), Al O./G/WPU
ALO . LY . L2 [47]
273 coatings exhibited highly enhanced wear and corrosion resistance
nano-boron carbide (nan0-B,C) The nano-B,C parciclles wer.e treated .with. polyet}.lylene glycol (PEG) or Polypropylene [48]
glycol (PPG), increasing chemical interactions between nano-B,C in WPU
FeO, Chemical graft graphene oxide (GO) and Fe,O,, better dispersibility in WPU [49]
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Fig. 5. An overview of the synthesis of reduced graphene

oxide and agraphen oxide
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Table 2. Modification of graphene nanostructures.

55 bl 56 ol =Y s

Graphene-Based s
TR Surface modifying agent Role of Surface modifying agent Refrences
Nanostructures
Graphene Titanate based coupling agent Increasing the barrier effect [54]
Graphene AIPO, Increasing the barrier effect [74]
GO APTES Improving the dispersion quality of [72]
nanostructures
Improving the dispersion quality of
GO APTMS [75]
nanostructures
I ing the di i ality of
GO Glycidoxypropyltrimethoxysilane mproving the dispersion quality [74]
nanostructures
I ing the di i lity of
GO vinylbenzoic acid mproving the dispersion quality o [76]
nanostructures
GO ZnO Improving the anti-wear properties [77]
rGO dioctylpyrophosphate Increase physical properties [75]
rGO PVP Increasing the barrier effect [78]
rGO CTAB Increasing the physical properties [79]
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Fig. 6. A view of how graphene oxide is modified and its

corrosion process.
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Fig. 7. A view of (a) a self-healing system and (b) a UV-Curing system.
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